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Press release EIMA Show no. 7/2017 
Eima Show, an immediate success 
The first day of the event showcasing agricultural machines and technology took place in Umbria in front of a large audience. Hundreds of models of machines and equipment for a 4.0 agriculture were put to work in the fields. To meet the demand for food of an increasing population, to improve the productivity of agricultural firms, including small ones, and train a generation of technicians able to transfer the IT and electronic innovations to agricultural firms are objectives that can be achieved today. 

The first edition of EIMA Show Umbria, the demonstration show dedicated to machines and equipment for precision agriculture, made an excellent debut at the Casalina Farm (in Casalina di Deruta - PG). It will come to an end tomorrow, July 29, at 6pm.    
A large audience of farmers and operators – estimated to be around six thousand units on the basis of registrations and distribution of materials at the reception desk – swarmed the test areas starting from the early morning, to see the most innovative agricultural machines and the most advanced systems for the electronic and satellite-based management of these machines. 

The Councilor of Agriculture of the Umbria Region, Fernanda Cecchini, opening the event, stressed that the firm hosting the show, managed by the Foundation of Agricultural Education in Perugia, that also serves as “laboratory” for the experimentations of technological innovations, represents also symbolically a place where the spheres of research and production merge in an effective way.  

In the course of the inaugurating ceremony the President of FederUnacoma, Alessandro Malavolti, said that “technological innovation in agriculture is indeed the only instrument able to guarantee food supply, in a global context in which it is not possible to increase the extension of arable land we dispose of today, in which, on the other hand, demographic pressure is bound to grow in an exponential way.”

Higher yields and scientific control of all the productive parameters constitute, in fact, the challenge that agricultural firms must take on, both large and smaller firms. The convention held in the morning, titled “Digital technologies for quality agricultural production. An opportunity for small firms” was dedicated to the application of Agriculture 4.0 on the part of small and family-owned businesses.

General Secretary of Unacma, Gianni Di Nardo, introduced the convention and stated that it would be wrong to think that the most innovative technologies apply only to farming of vast areas, in fact they should also and especially be employed in the production of typical and high-quality goods. Following this introduction, the conference – chaired by Cristiano Spadoni, journalist at www.agronotizie.it – focused on various aspects of precision agriculture. President of Coldiretti Umbria, Albano Agabiti, claimed that the impact of precision agriculture on modes of production will be even stronger that the one of chemistry and mechanics taken individually, also allowing full traceability of agricultural products. 

The managing director of FederUnacoma Surl Massimo Goldoni stated that a qualitative leap in agriculture is made possible by precision technologies being not only accessible but also effective and economically convenient, and that we are now in a mature phase of this process. 

In order to transfer technological innovations to the field, however, specialized technicians and operators are needed, and for this reason professional training plays an important role. The President of Unacma Roberto Rinaldin named the many initiatives in the area of professional training being promoted by the organization, and highlighted that, thanks to new technologies, agricultural operators, once “manual workers” are in the process of becoming “white-collar workers”, that is, experts in the use and management of IT systems. 

The profound knowledge of the farmed land, the ability to asses the health and need of each plant and to intervene in a timely way, which are the main advantages of a 4.0 agriculture, allow to achieve every farmer’s goal, that is the loving care of the fields. The chief technology officer of CAI, Roberto Guidotti, said that our grandparents practiced a type of agriculture that we could define as “precision agriculture” already many decades ago. 
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