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Press release EIMA Show no. 1/2017

EIMA Show Umbria: high technology for farm work 

The demonstration of machinery and technologies for precision agriculture is coming up in July on the Casalina di Deruta farm to coincide with Agriumbria. FederUnacoma, UmbriaFiere, Coldiretti Umbria, University of Perugia and the Agraria and Cesar Foundation Institution are the organizers of the event with the sponsorship of the region. New methods applied by deploying satellite, computer and sensor systems mark the new frontier of agriculture and enable the use of increasingly timely and scientific production factors with benefits for productivity and the environment. 

The 2017 edition of the EIMA show is scheduled for July 28 and 29 on Casalina di Deruta farm in the Province of Perugia in the heart of the Umbria Region for staging demonstrations of machinery and equipment for precision farming featuring dozens of models of tractors and other machinery and equipment at work and all equipped with latest generation satellite devices, IT and electronics for timely and scientific management of all phases of agricultural operations. The organization of the event is in the hands of a partnership of FederUnacoma, UmbriaFiere, Coldiretti Umbria, University of Perugia and the Agraria and Cesar Foundation Institution and with the sponsorship of the region. The EIMA Show is up for presentation to the media this afternoon in Bastia Umbra in the setting of the Agriumbria review. The show itself is targeted on farmers, contractors, technicians and members of the public keenly interested in mechanics and electronics. The demonstration event fits into a strategy for the development of 4.0 agriculture promoted by the European Union and the national government. 

The Umbria Region commissioner for agriculture, culture and the environment, Fernanda Cecchini declared at the press conference, “The scope of the technological applications for precision farming have undergone extremely rapid evolution since the 1990s to the present to make available an ample catalogue of technologies with a level of developed maturity. The applications - for example, crop and production monitoring systems, steering systems, the development of sensors, systems for supporting decisions to make - thanks to the availability of geographic locating technologies (GPS, GLONASS, GSNN) and geographic information (GIS) make the sustainable management of resources possible to - seeds, plant treatment products, fertilizer, water, the soil etc. - and the manpower, for machinery and equipment for a better management also for ergonomics and safety.” Cecchini went on to say, “The Umbria Region, with Measure 124 in the 2007/2013 Rural Development Program, has already financed precision farming project and is planning to do so with the new program in connection with Measure 16 could favor the formation of Operative Groups (GO) with sub-Measure 16.1 as well as pilot projects under sub-|Measure 16.2.”

The positive fallout expected at the end of July event will be encouragement for new models of farming based on satellite mapping of the land, the scrupulous evaluation of the characteristics of each tiny plot and the application of extremely targeted and selected operations to achieve financial and environmental benefits. The Casalina farm show can also help the recovery of the agricultural machinery market which has plummeted in the region over the past nine years as the result of global financial and economic conditions to bring about a structural crisis in the Italian agricultural sector. In Umbria, the number of new tractors registered plunged from 710 in 2008 to 429 in 2016 for a drop of 39.6%. 

Massimo Goldoni, the FederUnacoma president, declared at the press conference, “The number of tractors actually in operation in the region is estimated at more than 65,000, 74% of which located in the provinces of Perugia and Terni. But the technological level of this inventory is unfortunately insufficient. A large share of these tractors has more than twenty years of age and the result is that they are no longer suitable for guaranteeing standard productivity and high quality to allow these farming enterprises to stay competitive.”

The president of the UmbriaFiere, Lazzaro Bogliari, affirmed, “For us it is a great honor to be able to collaborate in such important very real conditions in the sector as EIMA and we are convinced that with this first initiative, in future a partnership can arise also involving players in the supply chain who move around in neighboring territories and not only that. Moreover, Agriumbria is a trade fair of of reference in the agricultural sector and we are convinced that this experience will grow important features for the future of agriculture.” Bogliari’s remarks were confirmed by Albano Agabiti, the Umbria Coldiretti president, whi described the EIMA Show as “an extraordinary occasion for Umbria and Italy for raising an understanding of precision agriculture to the maximum.” He went on to say the “Umbria EIMA Show 2017 is the first edition of a permanent annual appointment for the entire national production system. For typical products, quality, technologies and innovations, the event represents the 100% future of Made in Italy.” The president of the foundation involved, Francesco Panella, affirmed, “A point of reference for pursuing this information and training project is the Agraria and Cesar Foundation Institution in Perugia which is probably the largest company for area and productivity calibration in the region and its primary duty is sustaining itself but institutionally, the foundation is called on to support the understanding of agriculture and for this, it has joined the University of Perugia for training numerous students interested in the primary sector  and is also called on to collaborate in disseminating innovative processes.” And precisely for this providing support for the EIMA Show, and not only for the logistics, is a duty but is even more pleasing to come out on an ample national stage to take part in agricultural productivity processes. The foundation for Agraria education is certain to give support to skills and availability which are more than satisfactory for the event and thus is certainly capable of receiving the requirements of everyone, whether they are exhibitors or visitors who intend to take part,” he concluded. 

Beyond the events in agricultural settings like those in Umbria, the EIMA Show is an occasion for promoting technologies and precision also for business people arriving from abroad, from countries with farm production and forestry work similar in many ways with those conducted in the Umbrian territory. It was explained at the press conference that business delegations are coming from Argentina, Canada, South Korea, Mexico, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Republic of Slovakia, Sweden and Norway thanks to organization cooperation with the Italian Trade Agency, ICE. These guests will have the opportunity to engage in business meeting with representatives of the industries taking part in the July 28 and 29 demonstration days to ensure an international scope for the event. 
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